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H n ' the primaries the people of

Illinois

had before them a clouded mae---"ar^s^^^^^^
lly clouded issue.

T h e y were diverted by

side issues which had nothing to do with the
real question before them.

T o create such

diversions is the familiar device of
arguing a bad

case.

It was, of

those
course,

adopted by those who wished to smash the
Republican Party, v Those

devoteS

mon-

^

arohists, masquerading^-ae- progressive, have
also endeavored to intoxicate the voter with
fine phrases about the millennium, which
can only be ushered in, they tell us, if they
themselves are ushered into office.
W h a t was the matter witfcffiftok in the
primaries*?

In the first place, a large number

?C5c

of the silent, thinking vote held aloof and
reserved itself for the real.struggle in November.

T h e n , too, the Republican Party

ot^^fi-Stftte was distressed by |r regrettable
y ^ T ^ ^ l'

controversj(/^, ia? State affair, with which its
enemies sought to becloud national questions.

W h a t other elements were there?

Possibly certain rich corporate interests
had been irritated to find that under President Taft the people, also, were becoming
an even more powerful corporation and one
whose w i l l

must prevail over theirs.

stead, they should

thank

In-

their stars that

in place of a radical experimenter they have
a President whose way is calm and scientific statesmanship.
Possibly President Taft's truly progressive
policy of wise and gradual civil-service extension sometimes brought apathy by lessening the reward of political activity.

Perhaps

some had not the offices they would like to

have.

But surely the discharge of

civic

duties and the solemn obligation of sincere
political opinion are matters above all such
considerations.
T h e doctrines of initiative, referendum,
and recall, of which we heard so much in the
earlier

campaign, carry dangerous

germs

which, if they infect the Nation, may breed
degeneration of our great Federal Government institutions.

In fact, however, these

prospectively dangerous doctrines are practically State issues only.

If you wish

to

make your State into a political experiment
farm there is no power which can prevent it.
But remember that these experiments have
nothing to do with the national issues.

In

these matters the State itself makes its own
bed and must lie upon it for a given time.
No longer content with working together
with their fellow

Republicans to carry a

historic party along the road of true progress,

certain individuals must needs have a party
all their own.

In real life a man sets up in

business by himself to promote his own selfinterest—not to do a service to the community—and it is difficult indeed to believe
in a different motive on the part of the most
conspicuous leaders of the would-be wreckers
of the Republican Party.

T h i s is true be-

cause a fair analysis w i l l show on the part
of President Taft's administration a record of
real progress and of substantial, unboasted
achievement

hard to match in any two or

three other administrations taken together,
and worth more to the cause of true progress
than a world of glittering promises.
Undoubtedly

thousands of sincere

and

high-minded men and women think that they
believe in the third-term party.
captivated

by

a

remarkable

Some are
personality.

Many are attracted by different items of that
complete catalogue of the good things
6

of

heaven and earth which a party w i l l the
more light-heartedly promise the less likely
it is to be put to the test.

Anybody can

put the ten commandments in a political
platform.

T o do so requires no constructive

statesmanship

and

it would

be naturally

hoped that in a Christian country everybody
would subscribe to the ten

commandments.

A system of ethics is not a legislative platform.

I respect the idealism and admire the

ingenuousness of those who sincerely believe
in the third-term party, but I would beg them,
in this world of realities, not to be too credulous.

I would beg them also to draw upon

the virtues of candor and fairness and to take
to their consciences a real examination of
the progressive

spirit and the

progressive

achievements of President Taft's administration, and then to answer whether they prefer
words to deeds.
T h e sincere men of the third-term party

can get up no argument with the Republican
Party upon
industrial

the paramount desirability of

justice;

action for

upon

the

the protection

of

necessity
women

of
and

children from ruin through modern industrialism; or upon the need of a square deal
for all.

In fact, with so much talk of the

square deal, it would be highly proper for
those dazzled Republicans who think they
are third-termers to stop and give a square
deal to their own party as it is to-day under
President Taft.
T h e Republican Party to-day yields to
none in high ideals, but as a party it feels
that the task of

true statesmanship is to

transmute high ideals into practicable measures and not merely to paint a picture of
Utopia and

vaguely hint at various un-

marked trails for which we are to leave our
well-tried

paths

in seeking

country.
8

J^-

that

happy

^

In telling how to manage the Italians of

the beginning of the sixteenth century, the
great Machiavelli said:
" A sagacious Prince, then, can not and should
not fulfill his pledges when their observance is contrary to

his interest and w h e n

the

causes that

induced him to pledge his faith no longer exist."

Machiavelli encouragingly adds:
"

* * * N o Prince ever yet lacked legitimate

reasons with w h i c h to color his want of good faith."

A n d again:
"But

it is necessary that the Prince should

know how to color this nature well and how to be
a great hypocrite and dissembler."

H e r e we have a square issue between
Machiavelli and George Washington.
: Y I impugn no man's motives, but it would
T e rather ridiculqus if in a nation of

ninety

millions there were only one man—and that
a man who had before had two chances—
who could be, in action as w e l l as in speech.

a progressive President.

T h e third-term can-

didate vv^as a glorious preacher.

A s such, I

yield to none in appreciation of the good he
did the Nation in that capacity.
not live on preaching.
wise action.
record of

But we can

Now is the time for

I invite your attention to the
the administration of

President

T a f t , a man of many deeds and a man who
means what he says and who says and means
what he believes, irrespective of

personal

expediency.
^

W e are entering upon an era of record-

breaking prosperity.

W e are in the midst

of a careful handling of the tariff question on
a basis of the principle of protection.

We

have the trust question rationally in hand.
T h i s moment is selected to ask the people
to risk the free-trade experiment with the
Democrats, while the third-termers dazzle
the eyes of the voter with a crazy quilt of
beautiful wishes either outside of the scope
10

of the Federal Government in their execution or still in the clouds so far as practical
projects are concerned.
L e t us consider for a moment the trust
question.

A clearer standard of conduct is

what honest business men want.

T h e y are

the only business men worth considering and
they ought to have it.

T h e rest of the public

want them to have it because they deserve a
fair deal on their own account as American
citizens and also because all sensible people
realize that most of the rest of the public
must flourish or suffer along with the business
men.

A

certain manufacturing

company,

when threatened with attack, put up signs
for its employees to read, " I f anything happens
to the company what w i l l happen to you?"
H e r e is a homily for the thought of those
politicians who wish to smash everything and
everybody (except their own political hopes),
although no one

has explained who
11

"the

people" are who are expected to like being
smashed incidentally.
T h e present test is that there shall be no
combination

or conspiracy

trade between

in restraint of

the States or with

foreign

nations, including, of course, any monopoly
or attempt

to

monopolize.

Here

gist of the Sherman L a w of 1 8 9 0 .
has

been

no

is the
There

"judicial legislation".

The

"rule of reason" simply states the fact that
the law is to be applied with an exercise of
the reasoning faculty—the same simple law
forbidding

combination

straint of

trade, which is the test.

business operation
the course of

or conspiracy

in reAny

affects and may deflect

trade.

The

tween innocent combination

difference

be-

or other busi-

ness operation and one in restraint of trade
is like the difference

between

dredging a

stream and damming a stream—the difference between opening a door and barring a
door.
12

B y putting real life into the Sherman L a w
and by four times as many prosecutions in
less than three years as occurred during the
previous seven years, President T a f t has put
into the overbearing corporation the wholesome fear of the sovereign people.

A n d to

those trusts of a really menacing magnitude
and power there has been applied the theory
of disintegration—of separating the too powerful combination into smaller corporations.
T h e corporation excise tax, while bringing in
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 of revenue, has afforded i m proved means of laying bare to the eye of
the Government

corporate

activities.

By

his proposal of a Federal incorporation act
the President would further let in the light
of day and bring the interstate corporations
within the purview of a wholesome

govern-

mental supervision.

So we have the Sher-

man L a w brought

to life

to smash the

vicious trust—the trust in restraint of trade,
13

that unfairly stifles competition and carries
monopoly; the trust that cheats alike the
laborer and the consumer of his just share in
the economies of combination and pockets
unreasonable profits.

Under the Federal i n -

corporation proposal of President Taft honest
combination is afforded a full opportunity to
show that it is combination for economy in
production, not for restraint of trade; that it
is not ruthlessly driving smaller competitors
out of business; and that it is giving the
people, in the form of higher wages and
lower

prices,

economies

their

which

just
may

share

of

those

sometimes

make

legitimate combination better for all concerned than ruinous competition.
real progress.

H e r e is

H e r e is just regard for the

interests of honest big business and of the
rest of the public.
T h e quiet, scientific statesmanship so conspicuous in President Taft has been
14

most

admirably shown in his broad tariff policy.
President T a f t and the American

people

wanted the tariff reduced in so far as by
undue protection it gave a swollen unearned
increment to any special
wanted

interest.

They

the tariff reduced in so far as it

might be considered a contributing factor to
the excessively high cost of living.
you

would

not want

the

tariff

Surely
reduced

enough to destroy prosperity and turn loose
the wolves of hard times that always first
attack the poor.

Surely you would

not

want the tariff reduced enough to interfere
in the slightest degree with that progressive
high standard of comfortable living, enlightened citizenship, and splendid

opportunity

which it has been the axiom of the Republican Party to hold fast and defend as trustee
for the laboring men of America.
H e r e was a complex task, clearly one
for scientific statesmanship; a work in which
15

the blind attack of the demagogue had no
place.

H e r e was a work for scientific ex-

amination and deliberate action.

In it there

should be equally no place for stupid political dogma nor for the political trading of
special and local interests, which was the
curse of our out-of-date and unscientific tariff
methods, under both parties, up to March 4,
1909.
President T a f t has had the distinction of
being the first Republican President to sign
a tariff bill substantially reducing the rates.
In the same bill, by the new maximum and
minimum clause, the United States at last
took a step toward becoming able-bodied
instead of helpless in the severe struggle of
international commerce.
ported goods to the value of

L a s t year we ex$2,049,000,000,

of which $ 1 , 2 7 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 were
tured goods.

T h e exports for

manufac-

1911

were

more than $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 in excess of those
16

for the previous year.

Before many years

we may be importing food.
siderable section of

Already a con-

our industrial workers

would be thrown out of work if we lost our
foreign trade.

Anyone can see that every

year our prosperity at home w i l l be more and
more dependent on foreign markets. I know
of one important factory that would be closed
to-day were it not running on full time to fill
foreign orders got for it by the direct action
of the so-called "Dollar Diplomacy" of President Taft's administration.

W i t h the maxi-

mum and minimum clause the administration
got substantially from all countries as low
rates for our goods sent to them as were
given the competing goods of other
tries—that
treatment".

is,

"the

coun-

most-favored-nation

Finding that there were some

discriminations against us not big enough to
justify our using the maximum, a club of 2 5
per cent increase of duty on all imports, and
17

thus disrupting our commerce with the nation
to which it was applied; and finding, also,
that we had no means of bringing pressure
upon a foreign country whose exports were
mostly on the free list, to which the maximum
can not be added, with the foresight of scientific statesmanship President T a f t has advocated a

flexible

sliding scale of

applicable to the free list also.

increase
This will

arm the President with weapons of different
sizes with which to exact from all countries
still juster and better treatment of A m e r i c a n
exports.
advance.

This

policy

represents

a

great

T h e A m e r i c a n people must think

more and dogmatize

less about

the tariff.

W e recall, for example, the dogmas about
the free

breakfast table.

We

should re-

member always that the price of coffee never
decreased, but has increased ever since it
was put on the free list, the former revenue
merely going into

the merchants' pockets
18

instead of the United States Treasury for the
use of the people!

H e r e we see, in action,

free trade lowering prices.

We

can

get

from the producing countries of the world
cheap necessities, but reserve the right to
tax them or threaten to tax them in the case
of

countries of

against us.

origin which discriminate

A t present, to take a purely

hypothetical case, suppose that we are the
greatest customer of a certain country whose
greatest export is coffee or tea; suppose that
country refuses to admit our manufactured
and other exports on an equitable basis of
low-tariff

treatment.

We

are

absolutely

helpless.

If we could say, " P u t a lower

duty on the goods we send you or we shall
tax your tea or coffee a few cents", of course
we should get what we asked for and our
exports to the country concerned would be
greatly stimulated and increased.

It need

not at all affect the price of tea or coffee,
19

because such a country would be obliged to
yield and because, also, in any case, we could
get our tea or coffee elsewhere.

W h a t is

the use of giving a great deal for

nothing?

It is a curious role for a practical people.
Anxious to enter at once upon a new
era of scientific tariff policy the President
signed the P a y n e - A l d r i c h bill with its many
good features and thus ended what he hoped
would be the last revision through a scramble of special interests.

W i t h characteristic

frankness he expressed his strong disapprobation of the wool schedule.

A

Democratic

House having refused the broader tariff commission, he secured

his Tariff

Board and

made it nonpartisan.

T a k i n g as a guide the

plank of the Republican platform declaring,
as trustee of the American laboring man, for
a tariff based on the difference of cost production with a legitimate margin of profit,
the President put his Tariff Board to work.
20

Naturally standing fast on the principle of
scientific revision, schedule by schedule, he
vetoed those hasty measures sent up to him for
political effect or as a cry for a frank return
to the method of revision by a scramble of
special interests.

T h e Tariff Board reported

on the wool and cotton schedules and the
ostensible

friends of scientific and orderly

reduction had an opportunity to show their
sincerity by their votes

on

the resulting

measures which the President could favor.
W e know the result.
Without undue pressure upon a coordinate branch of government of whose independence our institutions are so jealous, the
reality of the President's leadership was shown
at the last session of Congress when the R e publican minority of the W a y s and Means
Committee reported a wool bill based on the
findings of the Tariff Board, findings which
recognized students of tariff legislation have
21

declared to be one of the most exhaustive
and splendid presentations ever made of such
a subject.

The

practical

unanimity thus

shown by the Republican members of the
committee augurs w e l l for Republican unanimity in support of the President's progressive
stand for scientific statesmanship in the field
of tariff revision.

T h e ignoring of the report

of the Tariff Board by the opposite party
clearly defines the issue between

scientific

revision, schedule by schedule, and a resumption of

the archaic and harmful methods

through a scramble of special interests, formerly followed by both political parties.
K e e n l y realizing how greatly questions
of purchasing power and high cost of living
enter in actual results into the lives of the
American people the President caused to
be collected and laid before Congress reports from all countries showing the causes
of the high cost of living and showing, with
22

singular clearness, the universality of the rise
in prices.

H e also asked Congress for an

appropriation for an investigation, to be followed by an international conference on the
high cost of living.

I n this way it is sought

to sound the depth of those abstruse problems of gold production and of the many
other factors which must stand out clearly in
a scientific grappling with this great problem.
A g a i n thinking of the sound foundations
of commercial prosperity, President T a f t has
applied to the foreign service, diplomatic and
consular, the most advanced principles of
appointment only for merit proved by severe
examination and promotion solely for efficiency.

H e has urged upon Congress the

passage of a law to perpetuate this system and
to make the spoils system in the foreign
service forever a thing of the past.

In this

way the foreign service, fighting the battles of
our diplomacy and our foreign trade, w i l l be
23

as highly trained for its peaceful struggle of
commercial competition as an army or navy
must be for warfare.
In his last annual message the President
recommended the incorporation of a " central
organization in touch with associations and
chambers of commerce throughout the country and able to keep purely American interests in closer touch with different phases
of

commercial

affairs".

T h i s project

has

already taken on life, and there was held
at Washington a few months ago a meeting
of business organizations under the auspices
of the Department of Commerce and Labor
to study the questions involved with a view
to giving effect to the President's recommendations.

T h e result was the formation

of what it is hoped w i l l prove a strong fighting organization reaching out into every part
of the country and vibrating with activity, in
place of a jumble of independent organiza24

tions making enthusiastic efforts but entirely
lacking in teamwork.
A s the President has often said, " W e are
all in the same boat".

Next to our moral,

mental, and physical welfare, this is true,
above a l l , in the matter of prosperity.

The

Republican Party can not maintain the high
standard of living of the American people
and avoid the abuses sometimes incidental
to protection in any other way than the
President's way of scientific tariff revision,
schedule by schedule.
Because you can not have two

reser-

voirs connected by an open pipe and keep
the level in one higher than the level in
the

other.

reasonable

President T a f t has favored
strengthening

of

our

a

immigra-

tion policy and, with offense to none and
upon a purely economic basis without the
slightest reflection upon any race, his administration has solved for the Pacific coast the
25

problem of oriental immigration threatening
to undersell our home labor.

So shall we

solve, if it arises, in the exercise of our
sovereign power, any immigration

question

threatening the interests of American labor
in any section of the country.
Another matter bearing upon prosperity is
our terrible need for a more flexible currency
and credit system on modern lines proved by
the

experience

of

other

great

countries.

T h i s has been the work of the Monetary
Commission.

T h e results are pending

be-

fore Congress, and, like so many of

the

President's great progressive

reforms, w i l l

surely become realities when the

people

know the facts and have done their part at
the polls by reelecting their truly progressive
President with a Congress

that w i l l

co-

operate in a truly progressive spirit for the
real good of the A m e r i c a n people.
In the field of world affairs we have all
26

felt proud, I am sure, that an American
President should have set the highest mark
in humanity's aspiration toward peace and
the substitution of reason and justice for the
sword.

President T a f t did this in the mag-

nificent arbitration treaties drafted and signed
with France and Great Britain by his wise
Secretary of

State, M r . K n o x .

We

are

proud, also, of the advance made toward the
establishment at T h e Hague of an international court of arbitral justice.

We

know

what happened to the arbitration treaties and
we know that the President has not abandoned them.
President Taft is no visionary; he
lieves in peace with honor, and he
that in the present

stage of

be-

knows

international

civilization America must have a first-class
navy and the nucleus of an effective army.
It is curious to observe that one and the same
party cuts down the Navy, cuts down the
27

A r m y , and yet, with the help of persons now
third-termers, weakens the means of arbitration designed, in the last analysis, to take the
place of both.

T h e same partisans threat-

ened to weaken, through scant appropriation,
the Department of

State, whose work of

peaceful diplomacy is an alternative and
minimizer of chances of war.
T h e sphere of foreign relations seems far
away, perhaps, to us here in the Middle
West, but our place among the nations is
something that must affect, even if unconsciously, every American citizen.

If you

would look I am sure you would find the advantages of " D o l l a r Diplomacy " felt in the
factories of UIii«Ji§?|' In foreign affairs President Taft's administration has made the open
door of commercial opportunity in China a
reality and the P a n - A m e r i c a n policy of the
United States a living thing and a mutual
benefit to the twenty-one sister republics.
28

For nearly two years the

neighboring

Republic of Mexico has been seething with
revolution and counter-revolution and with
brigandage

involving considerable

depreda-

tion upon foreign interests in that country.
Throughout a constant recurrence of

ques-

tions of the most delicate nature, including,
on several occasions, acute and aggravating
situations on our frontier. President T a f t has
steadily adhered to a policy of friendship to
the neighboring

nation, of patient noninter-

ference, and of care for American interests.
T h e President's Mexican policy has commanded the approval of the American people
at home and the warm approbation of the
forty or fifty thousand

American citizens

engaged in different enterprises in the M e x ican Republic.

W e are fortunate to have in

a situation so fraught with dangers a President so calm in his judgment and so inflexible
in his purpose.
29

President Taft's administration has modernized American diplomacy.

T h e Depart-

ment of State has been reorganized so that
there

are

Affairs, of

divisions

of

Latin

American

F a r Eastern Affairs, of

Eastern Affairs, and of

Near

European Affairs.

In each of these are trained men who have
seen service

in

the countries

concerned;

who know the men, the politics, the conditions, and
of

the

commercial

those countries.

mentalities

our

opportunities

Through these instru-

modernized

foreign

office

can cultivate American interests in all parts
of

the world with equal intensity and

opportunity need be neglected.
new.

The

commercial

no

A l l this is

interests

of

this

country already feel the good effects and are
responding with a new vigor to the active
policy of supporting all legitimate and beneficial American interests in foreign countries.
In Central A m e r i c a the administration seeks
30

to substitute dollars for bullets by arranging,
through American bankers, loans

for

the

rehabilitation of the finances of Nicaragua
and Honduras.

T h e conventions with those

countries, now pending before the Senate,
w i l l take the customs houses out of politics
so that every ambitious revolutionist shall not
seize them to squander the resources of his
country to impose himself as dictator.

By

this policy we shall help the people of these
rich countries to enjoy prosperity instead of
almost incessant revolution and devastation.
We

shall do a noble work.

W e shall, at

the same time, help to create conditions of
stability where commerce may flourish with
the sure result of

tremendous

commercial

advantages to the United States and, above
all, to the industries and the seaports of the
South.

T h i s policy

looks into the future

and prepares the way for the profitable use
of the Panama C a n a l ; it perceives that the
31

Monroe Doctrine is most acutely important
in

the zone of

the Caribbean S e a ; and,

by extending a helping hand, it seeks to
enable the republics of that neighborhood to
pay off their heavy debts to Europe and so
to remove the possibility of any question of
European

intervention or

seizure of

the

customs houses for the repayment of longsuffering creditors.
One could mention three or four wars
actually prevented or ended by American
diplomacy since M r . K n o x has been Secretary of State, and a hundred quiet achievements which, as a student of diplomacy, I
feel sure w i l l give President Taft's administration a conspicuous place in the best annals
of A m e r i c a n diplomacy.

These things may

seem far off, but their effects are felt right
here.
For the farmers of this great State and
the rest of the country President T a f t has
32

established postal savings banks and millions
of dollars are already on deposit.

Rural

free delivery, so necessary to consolidating
our national thought and to keep town and
country in touch, has been greatly extended.
T h e indefatigable operations of the Department

of

Agriculture

increased.

have

been

vastly

Bonds have been issued to com-

plete irrigation projects in the West.

As

you

ago

know,

arrangements were

long

made for investigations and report to the
President upon the most advanced methods
of

foreign

countries with a view to the

elaboration and recommendation

of a plan

whereby communities of farmers shall have
the

same

advantages

and

corporations

that municipalities

generally

have

in

the

matter of

long-time

bonded debt on easy

terms for

the important improvement and

development of farms and the modernization
of methods of agriculture.
33

T h i s system has

worked w e l l in other countries.

T h e bonds

of associations formed for the purpose have
found a good market as a favorite investment

for

conservative

well-to-do
investors.

farmers

and

other

The

loans

have

been found easy to carry and have resulted
in a wonderful increase of agricultural prosperity.

T h i s is

a subject

in which the

President has been greatly interested.

Every

American farmer and every patriotic citizen
must enthusiastically appreciate
dent's

practical

the Presi-

initiative in inviting the

Governors of all the States to confer with
him in order to bring this system promptly
to the service of the American farmer and
the American Nation.
T o preserve the public domain in A l a s k a
and elsewhere from monopolistic

exploita-

tion, to secure to the many the use of the
water-power sites and irrigation facilities so
essential to the West, to encourage afforesta34

tion and to check the prodigal waste of our
splendid resources in a riot of get-rich-quick
development,

through his

recommendations

to Congress and through the work of a Secretary of the Interior from this State President Taft's administration is at work to give
to this country a really practical policy for
the conservation of national resources.
SIsMig is^ongsofe&e greateii railroading,
manufacturing, and mining States.

L e t us

see what is being done for the great body of
citizens of this State engaged in those pursuits.

O n the 2 0 t h of last February Presi-

dent Taft sent to Congress a most important
message

transmitting the

report

of

the

Employers' Liability and Workmen's C o m pensation Commission.

Here again we see

in action the President's characteristic scientific statesmanship, his thorough, effective, and
noiseless

work.

The

concrete

legislation

which the President urges has for its object,
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to use the language of

the message, "to

secure justice to the weaker party under existing modern conditions".

T h e proposed law

will create a separate tribunal and so enable
the injured workingman or his family to get
damages without delay.

It fixes the com-

pensation beyond controversy.

It compels

the payment by the employer of compensation for injury to the employee

in every

case, except where the employee was intoxicated or deliberately brought the injury upon
himself.

W h a t is vitally important, it limits

the fees of the lawyers so that the damages
shall not be eaten up in litigation.

The

President truly says in his message that the
proposed bill is "one of the greatest steps of
progress toward a satisfactory solution of an
important phase of the controversy between
employer and employee that has been proposed within the last two or three decades".
T h e President's recommendation is for legis36

lation overriding some of the most timehonored principles of the old law.

It shows

true progressiveness responsive to the changed
conditions of our intricate modern industrial
life.
T h e reports of the Railroad Securities
Commission, the Economy and Efficiency
Commission, and other activities might be
cited.

A l l reveal the same quiet construc-

tive work, the same scientific statesmanship
of the true and sound progressive.
I can not believe that the solid men of
-H^^ts,.

the

high-grade

American

labor

of filinek", the wide-awake business men of
Ulwiois, could shut their eyes to these realities, could prefer fine words to quiet, courageous, and effective deeds.
In the coming election you w i l l have a
chance to show whether you are men of action
or men of words.

T h e good, old machinery

of government that has stood the tests of a
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century and a quarter is w e l l adapted to the
expression of your w i l l .

T h e principles of

the n e w " i s m s " w e r e a l l tried out i n G r e e c e
and Italy before the C h r i s t i a n era and more
than

once

America.

again

before

the

discovery

of

O u r ancestors brought to A m e r i c a

two great principles—representative government

instead of direct democracy, a n d

independence of the judiciary.

the

T h e s e prin-

ciples w e r e brought to perfection here.

These

principles w e r e approved by W a s h i n g t o n , b y
Jefferson a n d M a d i s o n , by L i n c o l n and

Mc-

Kinley.

new

Is there any advocate of the

" i s m s " w h o m you consider wiser and

more

unselfish than the fathers or the martyrs?
W h y is representative government by the
people better than direct government b y the
people?

B e c a u s e a man w h o w a s too a b -

sorbed i n his o w n business or too

indifferent

or too unwise to select good surgeons w o u l d
probably not be able to grasp the nearest i m 38

plement and operate successfully on himself,
nor could he use the surgeon's instruments.
Because we are too big for

town-meeting

government, we can not calmly deliberate
by the million on matters requiring careful,
thoughtful, and scientific study.
we should not have the time.

If we could
We

shall

never have the time unless by your own
votes you make possible a return to tariff
revision by the scramble of special interests
or give your mandate to the advocate of
strange doctrines, dogmas, or political experiments which destroy confidence and prosperity.

Failure

to

vote

the

Republican

ticket alone might give us all a painful
and penurious leisure to dedicate to direct
legislation.
W e hear a lot about letting the people
rule.

In this country the people always have

ruled, the people are ruling, and the people
w i l l ever rule.

If ever in this free country
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the sovereign people did not rule it could
only be because they would not rule for the
reason that they held too lightly the precious
rights and responsibilities of suffrage and of
representative

government.

But

for

the

people to rule it is no more necessary to the
proper service of the people that each individual should directly draft his own laws, in
order that we may have proper laws, than it
is necessary that each individual should be his
own surgeon, school-teacher, banker, or blacksmith in order that he may be properly served.
In representative government
ple's

representatives

represent

people, a Nation of

ninety-odd

the peothe

whole

millions.

T h e total vote cast at the last presidential
election was less than
voters

are

one-sixth

15,000,000.
only

of

the

The
whole

people whose rights and liberties are guaranteed.

The

voters, who

should

be

their

trustees, are less than one-sixth of the num40

A

ber of the whole Nation.
are heavily responsible
five-sixths,

T h u s , the voters
to the

non-voting

the men, the women, and the

children whose future they are shaping.

It

seems that in a State having the initiative,
legislation may be imposed upon the nonvoting majority by a number of voters so
small as to make the disproportion
tively ridiculous.

posi-

B y destroying truly repre-

sentative government shall we place in the
hands of one-sixth absolute power over the
rights
True

and

liberties

of

representatives of

five-sixths?

No!

the whole people

standing upon our constitutional system must
legislate quietly and deliberately to preserve
the precious rights and liberties of all.
Speaking of voting, I want to ask you to
think of this.

W e have heard a tremendous

lot about the expression of the people's w i l l
in the last primaries, and we have heard a
lot about the c r y , " L e t the people rule".
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Let

us see what it all means, oratory aside, and
looking at the cold facts.
of ninety millions.

W e are a Nation

Say fifteen millions vote

in the biggest elections we have.

T h i s is

about 1 6 per cent of the population of the
United States.

I n the primaries, as is well

known, only about half as many took the
trouble to vote as do so at a presidential election.

So we have 8 per cent voting for 9 2

per cent of the Nation.

T a k e a State like

Pennsylvania, where the Democratic Party
is small.

L e t us say 2 per cent of

voters are Democrats.

T h a t leaves 6 per

cent Republicans voting for 9 4
of the population.
was, for
vania.

the

per

cent

T h e Republican Party

time, divided

in Pennsyl-

T h e primaries are won by one of

two factions.
cent.

the

Say this is a little over 3 per

T h e n we have a little over 3 per cent

speaking for about 9 7 per cent of the population.

Now, it is quite theoretically possible
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that the same situation could be spread uniformly over the whole country.

T h e n we

should have a vociferous 3\r cent as the
" g r eat popular demand" or the " c ry of the
peopl e " .

Apparentl y " l e t the people ru l e "

means, according to the th i rd-term candidate,
that this 31 per cent should override al l constitutions and safeguards and w o rk th e ir sw e et
w i l l u p on the 9 6 1 per cent of the N a tion.
W h y should not the 31 per cent legislate to
chloroform the 9 6 1 per cent, if this is " l e t the
peopl e ru l e " ?

W i t h al l due respect to th i rd-

term oratory and th i rd-term cu r e-al l s , this is
not my idea as an American citiz e n of the
" r u l e of the peopl e " , of representative g o vernment directed to the greatest good of the
greatest nu m ber.
W e are being told that the courts are
bu l w a rk s of privil e g e .

P e rh a ps other peo-

pl e ' s rights sometimes look to us l i k e privileges.

A n y h o w , if the courts h a ve some43

\

times protected privileges they at all times
protect the rights of every man.

A

man

does not shoot the watchdog who protects
his house because once upon a time a watchdog

was known to bite a member of the

family.
The

new

thought, or

perhaps

more

accurately the new noise, would tell us that
representative government by the people is a
failure and that we need direct government
by the people.
opposite.
due

to

The

trouble is just the

T h e political evils of the day are
our

government

drifting
toward

from representative
reflexive government.

Reflexive government

is one bog

of

the

grievous slough which lies between vigorous
representative

government

and

inefficient

direct government on the road around the
historic vicious circle to anarchy, autocracy,
tyranny, and back.
Representative government is a glorious
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instrumentality

with

a

glorious

history.

W h e n it works badly the cure lies in the
awakening of

the voter to his duties and

responsibilities.

If your wife had a sewing

machine which she did not know how

to

use she should not throw the machine out
the window
needle.

and

return to the primitive

She should learn to use the sewing

machine.

Instead of blaming representative

government the voters of this country should
be their own politicians.

T h e y should use

this glorious

machinery

of

government.

T h e n the evils of

will

disappear

and

that

what

wanted

we

we

representative
shall

was

the boss
soon
not

see
mere

direct government, but more representative
government.

Those of us who value real

liberty w i l l guard it with our representative
system of

government,

give in government

which w i l l always

as good as it gets in

votes.
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However, the new " isms" are matters for
the political experiment farms of the States
who

care to try them.

T h e y are not

a

national ksue^
T h e sole n a t i ^ t l T s s n e before the people
of Illinois is the issue of real and solid progress versus pretty promises and experiments,
the issue of acts versus words.

It is about

time for t i n solid, safe, and sane people e l i
t^^fogl^^.>^^^in€ola^fid

Grant to show that

they prefer acts to words.

It is about time for

the people of k y b ^ s to get down to business,
study the facts in the cold light of reason,
and form a, judgment*
aiid^risenr-character.

wi^Afi»«FAeitiifetofy
M y purpose was merely

to tell a little of the spirit and the achievements of President Taft's administration and
to ask my fellow-citizens of Hto«©is to show
whether they are believers in acts or fol^ lowers of words.

If the Republicans of Wp^

believe in acts versus words, November
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w i l l find them united on all national issues,
united in approval of an administration of
quiet achievement.
L e t no Republican forget that a vote for
the third-term candidate counts as a vote for
the Democratic

Party and free trade and

against the party of protection and prosperity.
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